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BPS CITYWIDE LEARNING STANDARDS. GRADES9-12
INTRODUCTION

Goals
The Boston Public Schools Citywide Learning Standards argn#esto producendependent learners
who are encouraged to:

o0 Think, question, and communicate

0 Gain and apply knowledge
0 Work and contribute in meaningful, purposeful ways.

Studentghink, question, and communicate to make sense or meaning of their world and experiences.

Thinking includes being able to internalize new ideas and coninect to familiar concepts and prior
knowledge.

Questioning includes the framing of thoughtful questions, and the puo§tiitese questions until the
student fully understands.

Communicating means putting learning into the language of speech ongréind requires reflection
in such forms as examination, clarification, analysig] synthesis.

Studentsyain and apply knowledge to pursue ideas and experiences, and apply this new knowledge in
real life contexts. This pursuit is interactive by natufée more collaborative and experiential it is,
the more powerful the learning.

Studentswork needs to be meaningful and purposeful. The process and products of student work need
to be valued contributions to the school and community, arstudent. Embedded in powerful
learning experiences are notions of persistence, saliptine, hard work, effort, and pride in

producing quality work.

Teaching and L earning in the Boston Public Schools

Learning is an active, constructive, creative, and oftdalmodative process that involves a variety of
distinct cognitive strategies. Skillful learners use ttetssegies, largely unconsciously, to access
content through text or other media, to make meaning afahient, to make connections with and
apply the content in thoughtful and meaningful ways, amdtgon the content for later use. In learning
these strategies and coming to own them, studentsHearto learn in addition to acquiring important
knowledge. These strategies include the following:

Students will....
Read, write, and think a lot about topics and ideas pbitance to them.

Set goals or purposes for their learning.

Make personal connections between the content and other knoywdeggeences, text, or media.
Ask questions as they read, listen, or view.

Clarify the meaning of words or content they don’t undetstan

Listen or watch for important elements, themes, sués.

Create sensory images.

Make predictions, inferences and judgments.

Get “in the shoes” of characters or participants.

Create ongoing summaries or syntheses.

Build on their understandings by sharing and discussing thenothigns.
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0 Assess their learning and make mid-course corrections.

Because we know this is how people learn, the system supipemisrkshop approach to teaching and
learning. The workshop approach helps teachers organizetdssrooms and instructional time to teach
effective reading, writing, and learning strategied &nhelp students put them into practice. The most
important goal of this approach is the developmeindgpendent learners who are equipped with the
skills and knowledge they will need for a lifetime of leag.

The workshop approach derives from the insight that peepla best by doing and that teachers often
need to provide students with more time to read, write,usedeffective learning strategies to explore
and understand the content they are studying. The approadtedises from the insight that students
need to share in the ownership of the curriculum to incréasie investment, engagement, and
motivation. Students need to participate in the seledfidjust right” books for independent and small
group reading and writing activities, and they need to expteesl, and write about topics and ideas of
importance to them (as well as the curriculum).

The workshop approach uses a mixture of whole-class, sralb,goartner, and one-on-one instruction
that centers on conversations about content, strategéewyazk routines. Each of these varied approaches
to teaching and learning is essential to students’ develupasandependent readers, writers, and learners.

The Habits of Mind and Work

The following habits enable effective learning and aremtisdé¢o students' success in school.
Developing these habits in students is the responsibilityerfydeacher, administrator, and other adult
involved in the lives of our children.

o Curiosity and Critical Thinking: Students listen attentively, observe carefully, akdlasughtful
guestions until they understand; they look for good evidence.

0 Respect for Diversity: Students recognize and value racial, ethnic, cultural,gender, and
individual commonalities and differences; they respect gibeple's points of view.

0 Consideration and Compassion: Students treat themselves and others with care apdate they
build trusting relationships; they help, care for, and shéreone another.

o Collaboration: Students work well with others, give and accept constrictiticism, try to be fair,
and try to solve problems in a reasonable, peaceful manner.

o Sdf-Direction: Students check their own work, invite the critical respafsothers, and make
appropriate adjustments.

0 Perseverance: Students work hard until the job is done right, and arematihen the answers do
not come quickly.

o Initiative: Students try new things, take reasonable risks, arettefh their successes and
mistakes.

o Courage: Students stand up for their rights and the rights of stinea positive manner that shows
self-respect and respect for others; they resist harméskspre.

0 Responsibility: Students demonstrate personal responsibility and purswetanpgoals for
themselves and their schools.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS. GRADE 9

Oral Presentation and Discussion

Sudents will be able to:

0 Use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussioamall and large groups such as Book
Club, Literature Circles and Buddy Reading.

o Facilitate discussion groups independent from the teacher;fidend practice techniques to
improve group productivity such as discussion guidelines, seitngglimits for speakers and
deadlines for decision-making.

o Organize and present ideas in a logical order.

0 Ask for clarification when others’ responses are unclear

0 Actively listen, respond to, and build on ideas generatedglgrioup discussions.

0 Use information to inform or change their perspectives.

0 Support their responses with evidence or details; expecegndst the same of others.

0 Summarize and evaluate what they have learned from ttesdisn.

o Evaluate the productivity of group discussion using group cresiteda and make suggestions to
address the needs of the group.

o Deliver informal and formal presentations, giving constlen to audience, purpose and content.

o ldentify elements and organizational structures of gffespeeches made for a variety of purposes;
work collaboratively to create and use an appropriatecobrriteria to prepare, improve, and
assess presentations.

o Conduct interviews for research projects and writing.

L anguage
Sudents will be able to:

o Identify and use correctly idioms, cognates, and worts iteral and figurative meanings.

o ldentify and demonstrate understanding of patterns of stalietnd syntactic changes in words that
indicate different meanings or functions.

o Demonstrate understanding of how the features of differentaeatietionaries, specialized

dictionaries, thesauruses, or related references areéaus®dease learning about different terms,
content and ideas.

Within the context of their writing and craft studies, idigrand effectively use sentences along the
continuum from simple to compound-complex sentences.

Within the context of their writing, craft studies and liberature they read, identify and use clauses
that function as nouns, adjectives, and adverbs.

Within the context of their writing, craft studies, and literature they read, recognize the functions
of verbals as participles, gerunds, and infinitives.

Demonstrate correct use of mechanics, usage, and sestemcture in oral and written responses.
Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of written Engidgth& relationship of letters and
spelling patterns to the sounds of speech.

Reading and Literature
Sudents will be able to:

(0]
(0]
(0]

Develop fluency, accuracy and understanding when readingestiffeexts.
Select books for independent reading.
Develop a language for talking about the books.
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Use before, during, and after reading strategies.

Use background knowledge to make inferences and predictions anakéopersonal connections
with what they are reading.

Set a purpose for reading.

Ask questions to clarify information.

Summarize information to check understanding.
Visualize information in text to support comprehension.
Identify the topic and main idea of different texts.

Understand genres and organizational structure and dgapliriowledge to their reading of
different texts.

Use their knowledge of text features and organizational ateith make meaning of what they are
reading.

Self-monitor/be metacognitive: understand when comprehensiokskatean; know and use self-
correcting strategies to make meaning of what theyeading.

Identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text andhesa as the basis for interpretation and to
form a critical theory about what they are reading.

Identify patterns of imagery or symbolism in differetgrary texts.

Identify themes and give supporting evidence from a text.

Identify the logic and use of evidence in an author’saegu in informational and expository texts.
Connect a literary work to primary source documents ditésary period or historical setting.
Demonstrate an understanding of intratextuality and intertiéytua

Demonstrate an understanding of reader response, historicstiaciiral criticism and utilize them
when interpreting literary texts.

Compare and contrast the presentation of a theme or topgsagenres to explain how the selection
of genre shapes the message.

Identify, analyze and apply knowledge of theme in a literaoskvand provide evidence from the
text to support their understanding.

Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure &rdemnts of fiction and provide evidence
from the text to support their understanding.

Identify and analyze their knowledge of the purpose, structudeglaments of nonfiction or
informational materials and provide evidence from the tegufiport their understanding.

Identify, respond to, and analyze the effects of sownd),ffigurative language, graphics, diction,
and dramatic structure of poems.

Sound (alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme scheme, consonasoaaase)

Form (ballad, sonnet, heroic couplet)

Figurative language (personification, metaphor, simile, tbgler symbolism)

Identify and describe how an author’s choice of words adtie theme or purpose of a work.

Identify and describe the importance of sentence yandhe overall effectiveness of an
imaginary/literary or informational/expository work.

Identify and analyze the characters, structure, and thehodsssical Greek drama and epic poetry.
Identify and analyze how dramatic conventions support, intergndtenhance dramatic text.

Create a scoring guide with categories and criteriageessment of an original performance or oral
interpretation of literature.

5 September, 2002



Composition
Sudents will be able to:

o Collect ideas for writing from different texts and sagdialogue, artifacts, memories, images,
etc.).

0 Maintain a process for recording, collecting, refertmgand sharing their ideas for writing, as well
as more formal writing products, including drafts.

o Write for different purposes and for different audience

0 Understand different genres and organizational structures

0 Select appropriate genres and organizational structurdsafts.

0 Select appropriate strategies for developing ideas inftsdra

0 Select appropriate strategies for revising the organizatidrideas in drafts.

o0 Have a language for talking about pieces of writing (eaft,docus, structure, genre, voice,
audience).

0 Use their knowledge of standard English conventions (mechanasamar, and spelling) to edit
work.

0 Reflect on and self-monitor their development as a writer.

0 Write well-organized stories or scripts with an explariimplicit theme and details that contribute
to a definite mood or tone.

o0 Write poems using a range of poetic techniques, fosaompét, ballad), and figurative language.

o Write well-organized essaypefsuasive, literary, personal) that have a clear focus, logical
development, effective use of detail, and variety ineserdg structure.

o Write a well-organized research paper that proves astetgement using logical organization,
effective supporting evidence, and variety in sentence stauct

0 Use different levels of formality, style, and tone wisemposing for different audiences

0 Revise writing by attending to topic/idea development, orgdioiz, level of detail, language/style,
sentence structure, grammar and usage, and mechanics.

0 Use knowledge of types of clausesa{n and subordinate), verbals gerunds, infinitives,
participles), mechanicssemicolons, colons, hyphens), usageténse consistency), sentence structure
(paralld structure), and standard English spelling when writing and editing.

0 Integrate all elements of fiction to emphasize the thamd tone of the story.

o Organize ideas for a critical essay about literatui@ @search report with an original thesis
statement in the introduction, well constructed paragrépisuild an effective argument, transition
sentences to link paragraphs into a coherent whole, aodctusion.

o Formulate open-ended research questions and apply steidming and evaluating information
from a variety of sources, organizing information, docuting sources in a consistent and standard
format, and presenting research.

0 Use group-generated MCAS-like criteria for evaluating d#ffié forms of writing and explain why
these are important before applying them.

Media
Sudents will be able to:

o ldentify visual or aural techniques used in a media medsageparticular audience.

o Create media presentations that effectively use graphiegies, and/or sound to present a distinct
point of view on a topic.

0 Apply established criteria for assessing the effectiveok®e presentation, style, and content of

films and other forms of electronic communication.
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PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. GRADE 9

All Subjects:
Students are expected to earn a passing grade (leve802t80%, D- to A+) on the tests, products and
assignments required by their teacher, including any stéjeatassessments that may be developed and
administered by each school.

Reading & Writing:
1. Reading:
a. Citywide Assessments: Students are expected to meet minimum competency berichoraone of
the following assessments.
0 Scholastic Reading Inventory (minimum competency: lexile 9&deaglevel proficiency: 1055)
0 Qualitative Reading Inventory (level 8.0)

Students enrolled in thEransition Bilingual Program are expected to meet the following minimum
competency benchmarks in English:

Stage 2: Lexile 675, SRI (level HS2) or 65%, ESL CRT Reading
Stage 3: Lexile 790, SRI (level HS2)
Stage 4: Lexile 880, SRI (level HS2)
Stage 5: Lexile 975, SRI (level HS2)

o

O O O O

b. English/Native Language Arts: Students are expected to read and respond to a minimRén of
books or "book equivalents” (e.g., series of periodicalstmies, manuals, collections of
essays or poetry) each year. These works must be frotiplenglenres, including fiction and
non-fiction. At least ten of the works must be whole bofé&Bon and non-fiction. Three of
these ten books should be selected from a list of 10-15 book®pleddly the teacher, in
collaboration with his or her colleagues.

To ensure that students’ reading experiences are challpagd diverse, the literature in each
teacher-developed list, and each student’s three sekgctmust be rigorous, explore diverse
and relevant themes through complex characters, repesanety of perspectives (race,
ethnicity, gender, class, and age), and include classidat@temporary literature. The lists
must include books that represent the range of reading kevielsnt in students and they must
vary from grade to grade.

Teachers should select one or two books from their lidt dhastudents will read through
shared reading, read alouds, guided reading, and/or booklithuatire circles. The one or
two books will be chosen to: a) provide students with an ¢ppity to explore how a
particular author uses language, structure, and other yitel@nents in a particular way to tell
a story or inform the reader; b) engage all students icusisons about a single piece of
literature or a particular theme; and c) develop and astedents’ ability to respond to
literature and use discussion strategies. Attention shoudpivba to ensure the selections are
rich in content and ideas and accessible to studentsesither and peer support.

2. Writing: English/Native Language Arts
a. Students are expected to meet minimally acceptaividaatds (level 2-4 using BPS Task
Descriptions, MCAS Scoring Guides, or comparable school-deedlalternatives; levels 3-6 on
MCAS ELA Composition Scoring Guide) on at least one indepelydentten piece ofPersonal
Narrative and one independeResponse to Literature (Key Question) by the close of the school
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year. Centrally-developed, MCAS-like, open-responsstoqures will be administered to students
in the fall and winter to assess students’ progress.

b. Students are expected to keep a writer’'s notebook \herdnave the opportunity to collect ideas
each day, think about their writing, and write about vthey're thinking and reading. The
notebook will include a large volume of work. A minimufrBgpieces of work from multiple
genres will emerge from their notebook, be taken through thiegvprocess (including a seed
idea, initial drafts, revisions, edits, completion/publicatiand be assessed using a rubric. At least
two of these works will be responses to complete wofkiserature.

3. Performance on reading and writing assessments shofsldtbeed into students’ grades.
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ENGLISH L ANGUAGE ARTS:. GRADE 10 G} =

Oral Presentation and Discussion (@'\’)
Students will be able to:

0 Use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussioamall and large groups such as Book
Club, Literature Circles and Buddy Reading.

o Facilitate discussion groups independent from the teacher;fidend practice techniques to
improve group productivity such as discussion guidelines, seitngglimits for speakers and
deadlines for decision-making.

o Organize and present ideas in a logical order.

0 Ask for clarification when others’ responses are unclear

0 Actively listen, respond to, and build on ideas generatedglgrioup discussions.

0 Use information to inform or change their perspectives.

0 Support their responses with evidence or details; expecegndst the same of others.

0 Summarize and evaluate what they have learned from ttesdisn.

o Evaluate the productivity of group discussion using group cresiteda and make suggestions to
address the needs of the group.

o Deliver informal and formal presentations, giving constlen to audience, purpose, content.

o ldentify elements and organizational structures of gffespeeches made for a variety of purposes;
work collaboratively to create and use an appropriatecobrriteria to prepare, improve, and
assess presentations.

o Conduct interviews for research projects and writing.

L anguage
Sudents will be able to:

o Identify and use correctly idioms, cognates, literargnggrand words with literal and figurative
meanings.

o Demonstrate an understanding of how patterns of words changen#i@iings or functions.

0 Use knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Norse mythology an@ithle to understand the meaning of
new words.

o Identify rhetorically functional sentence structure.

o ldentify and correctly use mechanics, usage, and senggmicéure in oral and written responses.

0 Describe the origins and meanings of common words or phwaedsn written English.

o Identify and use content-specific vocabulary and terminologyal and written responses.

o Identify differences between the voice, tone, diction, gnthx used in different media

presentations.

Reading and Literature
Sudents will be able to:

O O 0O oo

Develop fluency, accuracy and understanding when readingettiffigenres and complex texts.
Select books for independent reading.

Develop a language for effectively talking about books theyesding.

Use before, during, and after reading strategies to eehhrir understanding of texts.

Use background knowledge to make inferences and predictions anakéopersonal connections
with what they are reading.
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Set a purpose for reading and monitoring their progress.

Listen critically and ask questions to clarify infmation.

Summarize information to check understanding.

Visualize information in text to support comprehension.

Apply their knowledge of topic and main idea to evaluateshifit texts.

Understand genres and organizational structure and dgapliriowledge to their reading and
responding to different texts.

Use their knowledge of text features and organizational ateist informational and nonfiction
texts to make meaning of what they are reading.

Understand when comprehension breaks down; know and use settiogrstrategies to make
meaning of what they are reading.

Apply their knowledge of patterns of imagery or symbolisrdifferent literary texts.

Respond orally and in writing to the logic and use of evidén@n author’s argument in
informational and expository texts.

Compare and contrast the presentation of a theme or topgsagenres to explain how the selection
of genre shapes the message.

Demonstrate an understanding of intertextuality and difféiterary theories (i.e. reader response,
historical, biographical, structuralism, post-structunajisnd utilize them when interpreting literary
texts.

Apply and evaluate their knowledge of theme (a view or comaorefife) to identify themes in text
and support with evidence from the text.

Apply and evaluate their knowledge of the structure and eksneéfiction in their oral and written
response to a variety of literature from different cuuaed provide evidence from the text to
support their understanding.

o0 Apply and evaluate their knowledge of the purpose, structureglantnts of nonfiction or
informational materials in oral and written respomseyiding evidence from the text to support
their understanding.

o0 Apply their knowledge of the effects of sound, form, figwaatanguage, graphics, diction, and
dramatic structure of poems in oral and written respaiosesat they read.

o Sound (alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme scheme, consonasoapase)

o Form (ballad, sonnet, heroic couplet)

o Figurative language (personification, metaphor, simile, lgler symbolism)

o Evaluate their understanding of the importance of sentearogty in the overall effectiveness of an
imaginary/literary or informational/expository work.

o Evaluate how an author’s choice of words advances the them@pose of a work.

o ldentify and analyze characters, structure, and themeassical Greek drama and epic poetry.

0 Apply their knowledge of how dramatic conventions support, intérpnd enhance dramatic text.

Composition

Students will be able to:

(0]

(0]

Collect ideas for writing from different texts and sag¢dialogue, artifacts, memories, images,
etc.).

Maintain a process for recording, collecting, refertimgand sharing their ideas for writing, as well
as more formal writing products, including drafts.

Write for different purposes and for different audience
Understand different genres and organizational structures

10 September, 2002



O O o o

Select appropriate genres and organizational structuresfis.

Select appropriate strategies for developing ideas inftsdra

Select appropriate strategies for revising the organizatidrideas in drafts.

Use literary language to talk about pieces of writing.(exaft, focus, structure, genre, voice,
audience).

Use their knowledge of standard English conventions (mechgn&smar, and spelling) to edit
work.

Reflect on and self-monitor their development as a writer.

Write well-organized stories or scripts with an explariimplicit theme and details that contribute
to a definite mood or tone.

Write poems using a range of poetic techniques, fosomnét, ballad), and figurative language.
Write well-organized essaypefsuasive, literary, personal) that have a clear focus, logical
development, effective use of detail, and variety ineserdg structure.

Evaluate their use of different levels of formality,Isfyand tone when composing for different
audiences.

Use various strategies for revision to improve their wribggattending to topic/idea development,
organization, level of detail, language/style, sentence steyaggrammar and usage, and mechanics.
Use knowledge of types of clausesa(n and subordinate), verbals gerunds, infinitives,

participles), mechanicssemicolons, colons, hyphens), usageténse consistency), sentence structure
(parallel structure), and standard English spelling when writing and editing.

Create a piece of literature that integrates all efeémof fiction to emphasize the theme and tone.
Organize ideas for a critical essay about literatui@ @search report with an original thesis
statement in the introduction, well constructed paragrépisuild an effective argument, transition
sentences to link paragraphs into a coherent whole, aodctusion.

Formulate open-ended research/inquiry questions and sigply for obtaining and evaluating
information from a variety of sources, organizing infation, documenting sources in a consistent
and standard format, and presenting research.

Use group-generated MCAS-like criteria for evaluating d#fé forms of writing and explain why
these are important before applying them.

Media
Students will be able to:

(0]
(0]

Analyze and evaluate visual or aural techniques usedieds|a message.

Create media presentations that effectively use graphiages, and/or sound to present a
distinctive point of view on a topic or theme from literatur

Establish criteria for assessing the effectiveness gbrbsentation, style, and content of films and
other forms of electronic communication.

11 September, 2002



PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. GRADE 10

All Subjects:

Students are expected to earn a passing grade (leve802t80%, D- to A+) on the tests, products and
assignments required by their teacher, including any stéjeatassessments that may be developed and
administered by each school.

Reading & Writing:
1. Reading:
a. Citywide Assessments: Students are expected to meet minimum competency berichoraone of

(0]

O O O O

o O

the following assessments.

Scholastic Reading Inventory (minimum competency: lexile 9i#delevel proficiency: lexile
1055)

Qualitative Reading Inventory (level 8.0)

Students enrolled in thEransition Bilingual Program are expected to meet the following minimum
competency benchmarks in English:

Stage 2: Lexile 675, SRI (level HS2) or 65%, ESL CRT Reading

Stage 3: Lexile 790, SRI (level HS2)

Stage 4: Lexile 880, SRI (level HS2)

Stage 5: Lexile 975, SRI (level HS2)

Students enrolled in thEransitional Bilingual Program are also expected to meet the following
minimum competency benchmarks in their native language:

Spanish: SRI (Spanish), Lexile 975 (level 18)

Other Languages: CLOZE, level 5.0

English/Native Language Arts: Students are expected to read and respond to a minimén of
books or "book equivalents” (e.g., series of periodicalstmie®, manuals, collections of
essays or poetry) each year. These works must be frotipleglenres, including fiction and
non-fiction. At least ten of the works must be whole boféBon and non-fiction. Three of
these ten books should be selected from a list of 10-15 book®pleddly the teacher, in
collaboration with his or her colleagues.

To ensure that students’ reading experiences are challpagd diverse, the literature in each
teacher-developed list, and each student’s three sekgctmust be rigorous, explore diverse
and relevant themes through complex characters, rep@esanety of perspectives (race,
ethnicity, gender, class, and age), and include classidat@temporary literature. The lists
must include books that represent the range of reading kevielsnt in students and they must
vary from grade to grade.

Teachers should select one or two books from their lidt dhastudents will read through
shared reading, read alouds, guided reading, and/or booklithultire circles. The one or
two books will be chosen to: a) provide students with an ¢ppity to explore how a
particular author uses language, structure, and other yitel@ments in a particular way to tell
a story or inform the reader; b) engage all students icusisons about a single piece of
literature or a particular theme; and c) develop and astedents’ ability to respond to
literature and use discussion strategies. Attention shoudpivba to ensure the selections are
rich in content and ideas and accessible to studentsesither and peer support.

2. Writing: English/Native Language Arts
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a. Students are expected to meet minimally acceptaividaatds (level 2-4 using BPS Task
Descriptions, MCAS Scoring Guides, or comparable school-deedlalternatives; levels 3-6 on
MCAS ELA Composition Scoring Guide) on independently produrResdonses to Literature (Key
Question) by the time the MCAS is administered in the spridgntrally-developed, MCAS-like,
open-response questions will be administered to studetite fall and winter to assess students’
progress.

b. Students are expected to keep a writer’'s notebook \herdnave the opportunity to collect ideas
each day, think about their writing, and write about vhey're thinking and reading. The
notebook will include a large volume of work. A minimufrBgpieces of work from multiple
genres will emerge from their notebook, be taken through thiegvprocess (including a seed
idea, initial drafts, revisions, edits, completion/publicatiand be assessed using a rubric. At least
two of these works will be responses to complete wofkiserature.

3. Performance on reading and writing assessments shofsldtbesd into students’ grades.

M assachusetts Compr ehensive Assessment System (M CAYS):

Students are expected to earn a passing score (ledgls2theEnglish Language Arts, ELA Composition,
Mathematics, andHistory and Social Science assessments administered in the spring. Performartbesms
assessments is not factored into a student’s fiaalegr
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS. GRADE 11

Oral Presentation and Discussion
Sudents will be able to:

0 Use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussioamall and large groups such as Book
Club, Literature Circles and Buddy Reading.

o Facilitate discussion groups independent from the teacher;fidend practice techniques to
improve group productivity such as discussion guidelines, seitngglimits for speakers and
deadlines for decision-making.

o Organize and present ideas in a logical order.

0 Ask for clarification when others’ responses are unclear

0 Actively listen, respond to, and build on ideas generatedglgrioup discussions.

0 Use information to inform or change their perspectives.

0 Support their responses with evidence or details; expecegndst the same of others.

0 Summarize and evaluate what they have learned from ttesdisn.

o Evaluate the productivity of group discussion using group cresiteda and make suggestions to
address the needs of the group.

o Deliver informal and formal presentations, giving constlen to audience, purpose and content.

o ldentify elements and organizational structures of gffespeeches made for a variety of purposes;
work collaboratively to create and use an appropriatecobrriteria to prepare, improve, and
assess presentations.

L anguage

0 Students will be able to:

o Identify and use correctly new words acquired throughystitheir different relationship to other
words.

o Demonstrate understanding and the effective use of dictisnagecialized dictionaries,
thesauruses, histories of language, books of quotatiorsyéit and other related references as
needed.

o ldentify, describe, and apply conventions of standard Engjlishal and written responses.

0 Analyze the role and place of standard American Emgtispeech, writing, and literature.

o Distinguish between formal and informal language in anal written responses.

Reading and Literature
Sudents will be able to:

(0]
(0]

O O o0 o

o

Develop fluency, accuracy and understanding when readingettiffand more complex texts.

Self-monitor, assess, and revise their decisions and agorieeded, as well as their development as
a reader.

Select books for independent reading.
Develop a language for talking about the books.
Use before, during, and after reading strategies.

Use background knowledge to make inferences and predictions anakéopersonal connections
with what they are reading.

Set a purpose for reading and monitor their progress.
Listen critically and ask questions to clarify infmation.
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0 Summarize information to check understanding.

0 Visualize information in text to support comprehension.

o ldentify and analyze the topic and main idea of differexiste

0 Understand genres and organizational structure and dpgliriowledge to their reading of
different texts.

0 Use their knowledge of text features and organization steutttumake meaning of what they are
reading.

0 Understand when comprehension breaks down; know and use settiogretrategies to make
meaning of what they are reading.

o Evaluate the point(s) of view in a variety of literavgrks.

o Apply their knowledge of the connection of imagery or symbolisthémes and/or tone and mood
in oral and written responses.

o Identify and compare the logic and use of evidence in diffenathiors’ arguments on related themes
in a range of informational and expository texts.

0 Analyze the contemporary context of a literary work.

0 Analyze the historical background of an author, playwrighgaet and their literary works.

o Demonstrate an understanding of intertextuality and difféiterdiry theories (i.e. reader response,
historical, biographical, structuralism, post-structuraligender, psychological) and utilize them
when interpreting literary texts.

o Describe and analyze the characteristics of genresykdap or cut across the lines of genre
classifications such as poetry, prose, drama, shaoit, g#8say, and editorials.

o Demonstrate their understanding of the concept that a texbogirc more than one theme in oral
and written responses.

o ldentify and apply their knowledge of how authors use techniqueslaments in fiction for
rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.

o ldentify and explain how authors use the elements of nonfitbiachieve their purposes.

o Identify and analyze the use of diction and imagery (controiiragges, figurative language,
understatement, overstatement, irony, paradox).

o Identify and analyze an author’s use of rhetorical devicgeisuasive argument.

o ldentify, analyze, and evaluate an author’s use of rleedaevices in persuasive argument.

0 Analyze and compare style and language across significas#-cultural literary works.

0 Analyze the influence of mythic, traditional, or classiderature on later literature and film.

o Identify and analyze types of dramatic literature.

o Identify, analyze and evaluate the use of dramatic convenfiammol ogues, soliloquy, chorus,
aside, dramatic irony).

o Demonstrate an understanding of the functions of playwriglagtdir, technical designer, and actor
in a critical review of a dramatic presentation.

Composition
Sudents will be able to:

o Collect ideas for writing from different texts and sagdialogue, artifacts, memories, images,
etc.).

0 Maintain a process for recording, collecting, refertmgand sharing their ideas for writing, as well
as more formal writing products, including drafts.

0 Self-monitor, assess, and revise their decisions and amneeded, as well as their development as

a writer.
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Write for different purposes and for different audience

Demonstrate their understanding of different genres anchiaeg@éonal structures.

Select appropriate genres and organizational structuresfis.

Select appropriate strategies for developing ideas inftsdra

Select appropriate strategies for revising the organizatidrideas in drafts.

Use the language orally and in writing for talking abougriowing their writing (e.g. craft, focus,
structure, genre, voice, audience).

Use standard English conventions (mechanics, grammaspatichg) when editing work.

Write well-organized stories, plays, poems with aniexgr implicit theme, using a variety of
literary techniques.

Write coherent compositions with a clear focus, objegirgsentation of alternate views, rich
details, well-developed paragraphs, and logical argumemtat

Use effective rhetorical techniqgues and demonstrate undgirsgesf purpose, speaker, audience,
and form when completing expressive, persuasive, or litevatipg assignments.

Identify the strategies they are using to revise thetingrto improve style, word choice, sentence
variety, and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how welktjoas of purpose, audience, and genre
have been addressed.

0 Use established conventions of standard English when watidgditing.
0 Analyze and apply their knowledge of a writer’s placememtestriptive details about setting,
characters, and events in stories.
0 Group related ideas and place them in logical order fousson and when writing summaries or
reports.
o Organize information they’ve read or heard about a topaca coherent paragraph that includes a
topic, supporting details, and a concluding idea.
o Formulate original, open-ended questions to exploreia tdpnterest; design and carry out research
or inquiry.
o Evaluate the quality of their research/inquiry paperrimseof the adequacy of its questions,
materials, approach, as well as the selection andwmiation of sources.
o Develop and use criteria for assessing the intertexualityendisciplinary aspect of literary works,
explaining why the criteria are appropriate before applyingnthe
0 Meet test-taking requirements for different purposes.
Media
Sudents will be able to:
o Identify the aesthetic effects of a media presentationdamdify and evaluate the techniques used to
create them.
o Explain how a media production synthesizes information from akseurces on a related theme or

topic.
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PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. GRADE 11

All Subjects: —
Students are expected to earn a passing grade (leve802t80%, D- to A+) on the tests, products and
assignments required by their teacher, including any stéjeatassessments that may be developed and
administered by each school.

English Language Arts:

1. Reading:
Students are expected to read and respond to a minim2@nbafoks or "book equivalents"” (e.g.,
series of periodicals or articles, manuals, collestioinessays or poetry) each year. These works
must be from multiple genres, including fiction and non-fictiéu least ten of the works must be
whole books, fiction and non-fiction. Three of these ten booésld be selected from a list of 10-
15 books developed by the teacher, in collaboration with Higrocolleagues.

To ensure that students’ reading experiences are challpagd diverse, the literature in each
teacher-developed list, and each student’s three sekgchimust be rigorous, explore diverse and
relevant themes through complex characters, repres@niesty of perspectives (race, ethnicity,
gender, class, and age), and include classical and consmptarature. The lists must include
books that represent the range of reading levels evidetutdargs and they must vary from grade
to grade.

Teachers should select one or two books from their listathatudents will read through shared
reading, read alouds, guided reading, and/or book cldatliire circles. The one or two books
will be chosen to: a) provide students with an opportunitgxagore how a particular author uses
language, structure, and other literary elements in acpkntiway to tell a story or inform the
reader; b) engage all students in discussions about a siagéegdiliterature or a particular theme;
and c) develop and assess students’ ability to respond @tuiterand use discussion strategies.
Attention should be given to ensure the selections aremiclontent and ideas and accessible to
students with teacher and peer support.

2. Writing:

a. Students are expected to meet minimally acceptaividastds (level 2-4 using BPS Task
Descriptions, MCAS Scoring Guides, or comparable school-oegdlalternative) on at least one
independently writtePer suasive Essay and one independeResponse to Literature (Key
Question) by the close of the school year. Centrally-develdp€AS and SAT ll-like, open-
response questions will be administered to students imllreentl winter to assess students’
progress.

b. Students are expected to keep a writer’'s notebook \herdnave the opportunity to collect ideas
each day, think about their writing, and write about vthey're thinking and reading. The
notebook will include a large volume of work. A minimufrBpieces of work from multiple
genres will emerge from their notebook, be taken through thiegvprocess (including a seed
idea, initial drafts, revisions, edits, completion/publicatiand be assessed using a rubric. At least
two of these works will be responses to complete wofkiserature.

3. Performance on reading and writing assessments shofsldtbesd into students’ grades.
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M assachusetts Compr ehensive Assessment System (M CAYS):

Students who have yet to pass the MCAS are expectedia @assing score (levels 2-4) on the
English Language Arts, ELA Composition andMathematics assessments administered in the winter
(make-up tests) and spring. Performance on these asses&neot factored into a student’s final

grade.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS. GRADE 12

Oral Presentation and Discussion

Sudents will be able to:

0 Use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussioamall and large groups such as Book
Club, Literature Circles and Buddy Reading.

o Facilitate discussion groups independent from the teacher;fidend practice techniques to
improve group productivity such as discussion guidelines, seitngglimits for speakers and
deadlines for decision-making.

o Organize and present ideas in a logical order.

0 Ask for clarification when others’ responses are unclear

0 Actively listen, respond to, and build on ideas generatedglgrioup discussions.

0 Use information to inform or change their perspectives.

0 Support their responses with evidence or details; expecegndst the same of others.

0 Summarize and evaluate what they have learned from ttesdisn.

o Evaluate the productivity of group discussion using group cresiteda and make suggestions to
address the needs of the group.

o Deliver informal and formal presentations, giving constlen to audience, purpose and content.

o ldentify elements and organizational structures of gffespeeches made for a variety of purposes;
work collaboratively to create and use an appropriatecobrriteria to prepare, improve, and
assess presentations.

o Conduct interviews for research projects and writing.

L anguage
Sudents will be able to:

0 Monitor and evaluate their use of general dictionaries, sl dictionaries, thesauruses, histories
of language, books of quotations, Internet, and other detaferences.

o ldentify historical changes in conventions for usage and mEm

o Evaluate and explain the influences of the English languagedd kiterature and world cultures in
oral and written responses.

o0 Analyze and explain how the English language has developdaeandnfluenced by other
languages in oral and written discussions.

o Identify and analyze occasions where dialect can be a sounegative or positive stereotypes

among social groups.

Reading and Literature
Sudents will be able to:

(0]
(0]

O O O O

Develop fluency, accuracy and understanding when readingettiffand more complex texts.

Self-monitor, assess, and revise their decisions and agorieeded, as well as their development as
a reader.

Select books for independent reading and study.

Use established language for talking about and evaluating books.

Use before, during, and after reading strategies to imgrovprehension.

Use background knowledge to make inferences and predictions arakégpersonal connections
with what they are reading.

Set a purpose for reading monitor their progress.
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o Listen critically and ask questions to clarify infmation.

0 Summarize information to check understanding.

0 Visualize information in text to support comprehension.

o ldentify and analyze the topic and main idea of differexiste

o Demonstrate their understanding of genres and organizattometiuse and apply that knowledge to
their reading of different texts.

0 Use text features and organizational structure to make ngeahivhat they are reading.

o0 Understand when their comprehension breaks down; know and usersetiting strategies to make
meaning of what they are reading.

0 Analyze and compare texts that express a universal themkcael support in the text for the
identified theme, orally and in writing.

o Demonstrate an understanding of intertextuality and difféiterdiry theories (i.e. reader response,
historical, biographical, structuralism, post-structunaligender, psychological, marxist, new
historicist, archetypcial) and utilize them when intelipcetiterary texts.

o Evaluate and apply their knowledge of how authors use techniqdedements in fiction for
rhetorical and aesthetic purposes in oral and writtepomeses.

0 Analyze and evaluate the logic and use of evidence in an &udingument in oral and written
responses and group discussions.

0 Analyze, explain, and evaluate how authors use the elenfamisftction to achieve their purposes
in oral and written responses and group discussions.

o0 Apply their knowledge of diction and imageigoftrolling images, figurative language,
under statement, over statement, irony, paradox) in oral and written responses and in group
discussions.

o Apply their knowledge of how an author uses rhetorical dewcpsrsuasive argument, through
individual and group presentations.

0 Analyze and compare style and language across significas#-cultural and historical literary
works.

0 Analyze and evaluate the influence of mythic, traditipnaklassical literature on later literature and
film.

o0 Apply their knowledge of the structure and themes of diffedesatnatic literature in oral and written
responses and group discussions.

o Evaluate the use of different dramatic conventionanfl ogues, soliloguy, chorus, aside, dramatic
irony) in oral and written responses.

Composition
Sudents will be able to:

o Collect ideas for writing from different and more comptexts and sources (dialogue, artifacts,
memories, images, etc.).

0 Maintain a process for recording, collecting, refertmgand sharing their ideas for writing, as well
as more formal writing products, including drafts.

0 Self-monitor, assess, and revise their decisions and amneeded, as well as their development as
a writer.

o Write for different purposes and for different audience

o Demonstrate their understanding of different genres anadhi@eg@onal structures.

0 Select appropriate genres and organizational structurdsdfts.

0 Select appropriate strategies for developing ideas inftsdra

0 Select appropriate strategies for revising the organizatidrideas in drafts.
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0 Use effective language for talking about pieces of writeng.(craft, focus, structure, genre, voice,
audience).

0 Use standard English conventions (mechanics, grammaspatiohg) while editing work.
o Create stories, plays, poems with an explicit or ioifjptheme, using a variety of literary techniques.

0 Write coherent compositions with a clear focus, an obeg@resentation of alternate views, rich
details, well-developed paragraphs, logical argumentatidraaconcluding idea.

0 Use effective rhetorical techniques; demonstrate an uadeiag of purpose, speaker, audience, and
form when completing expressive, persuasive, or literaiyngrassignments.

0 Revise their writing: assess style, word choice, sentemgety, and subtlety of meaning after
rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience, and gewuechieeen addressed.

Use established conventions of standard English when watidgediting.
Analyze a writer’s placement of descriptive details alsetting, characters, and events in stories.
Place their ideas in logical order when writing summasiagports.

Explore a topic of interest: formulate an open-ended aquesdesign and carry out research or
inquiry, present results in a well-structured report.

o Establish criteria and evaluate the quality of theirasd#inquiry report (e.g., adequacy of question,
materials, approach, selection and documentation of sjurce

o Establish and use criteria for assessing the intertexualinterdisciplinary aspect of literary works
from different genres, explaining why the criteria are appatpthefore applying them.

o Evaluate their ability to meet test-taking requirementsliiberent purposes.

O O O o

Media
Sudents will be able to:
0 Analyze and evaluate the aesthetic effects of a meds@meadion; identify and evaluate the
technigues used to create them.

o Create a media production that synthesizes informatn $everal sources on a related theme or
topic.
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PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. GRADE 12

All Subjects:
Students are expected to earn a passing grade (leve802t80%, D- to A+) on the tests, products and
assignments required by their teacher, including any stéjeatassessments that may be developed and
administered by each school.

English Language Arts:

1. Reading:
Students are expected to read and respond to a minim2@nbafoks or "book equivalents"” (e.g.,
series of periodicals or articles, manuals, collestioinessays or poetry) each year. These works
must be from multiple genres, including fiction and non-fictiéu least ten of the works must be
whole books, fiction and non-fiction. Three of these ten booésld be selected from a list of 10-
15 books developed by the teacher, in collaboration with Higrocolleagues.

To ensure that students’ reading experiences are challpagd diverse, the literature in each
teacher-developed list, and each student’s three sekgchimust be rigorous, explore diverse and
relevant themes through complex characters, repres@niesty of perspectives (race, ethnicity,
gender, class, and age), and include classical and consmptarature. The lists must include
books that represent the range of reading levels evidetutdargs and they must vary from grade
to grade.

Teachers should select one or two books from their listathatudents will read through shared
reading, read alouds, guided reading, and/or book cldatliire circles. The one or two books
will be chosen to: a) provide students with an opportunitgxjgore how a particular author uses
language, structure, and other literary elements in acpkntiway to tell a story or inform the
reader; b) engage all students in discussions about a siagéegdiliterature or a particular theme;
and c) develop and assess students’ ability to respond @tuiterand use discussion strategies.
Attention should be given to ensure the selections aremiclontent and ideas and accessible to
students with teacher and peer support.

2. Writing: English Language Arts:
Students are expected to meet minimally acceptable stEn(level 2-4 using BPS Task Descriptions,
MCAS Scoring Guides, or comparable school-developed altersptiveat least one independent
Response to Literature (Key Question). Centrally developed, MCAS and SAliki; open-response
questions will be administered to students in the fallwinter to assess students’ progress.
Students are expected to keep a writer's notebook wherééve the opportunity to collect ideas each
day, think about their writing and write about what theytrieking and reading. The notebook will
include a large volume of work. A minimum of 8 pieces ofkMrom multiple genres will emerge
from their notebook, be taken through the writing procestu@inty a seed idea, initial drafts,
revisions, edits, completion/ publication) and be assesssgl aisubric. At least two of these works
will be responses to complete works of literature.
Students are expected to meet minimally acceptable stnoia aCollege/Career Essay by the end of
December.

3. Performance on reading and writing assessments shofsldtbesd into students’ grades.

M assachusetts Compr ehensive Assessment System (M CAYS):

Students who have yet to pass the MCAS are expectedia @assing score (levels 2-4) on the
English Language Arts, ELA Composition andMathematics assessments administered in the winter
(make-up tests) and spring. Performance on these asses&neot factored into a student’s final
grade.
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